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1- Introduction 

The Central Bank of Jordan aimed through the National Payment Council 

(NPC) at adopting the implementation of International Bank Account 

Number IBAN in Jordan as part of its strategic plan2013- 2016 in order to 

unify the pattern of account numbers for banks operating in Jordan in 

accordance with the international standards and to enhance the efficiency of 

the national payment system. 

 It also helps in developing the payment systems in the Kingdom to keep 

pace with the latest international standards; enhances the efficiency, speed, 

accuracy, and quality of the financial operations; and facilitates the 

automation of domestic and cross- border transactions in a way that benefits 

the banks operating in the kingdom and their customers.  

IBAN was created by the International Standardization Organization based 

on international standards in accordance with ISO 13616.  

IBAN is not a new account number but a developed format of the existing 

banking account number. It unifies the number of digits for all banking 

accounts numbers in the Kingdom to facilitate the processing of the banking 

transfers and enable their passing through electronic systems. 

IBAN also facilitates the use of Straight -Through Processing and the 

depositing of transactions by identifying the beneficiary’s account number 

accurately and quickly. 

It also enables the sending bank to verify the accuracy of the beneficiary’s 

account number to avoid rejecting transfers with incorrect account numbers  

which requires a lot of efforts and time to be rectified. 

Having considered the accelerating pace of using IBAN in recent years as it 

has been implemented by more than sixty countries around the word, its 

implementation became an international requirement that shall be adhered. 

Accordingly, a special committee for implementing IBAN in the Kingdom 

was formed. 
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2- Expressions 

 

The Kingdom The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

 

Central Bank The Central Bank of Jordan. 

 

Banks Banks operating in the Kingdom. 

 

National Payment Council (NPC) National Payment Council formed 

on the basis of the initiative of H.E. 

the Governor of the Central Bank of 

Jordan on 7/2/1998. 

 

Customer Account Number The Customer Account Number 

according to the number of digits 

used currently by the bank. 

 

Basic Bank Account Number 

(BBAN) 

Combination of numbers used by a 

bank to uniquely identify the 

customers’ accounts in order to 

achieve national unification for the 

number of digits used in customers’ 

accounts maintained by banks. 

 

International Bank Account 

Number (IBAN) 

A developed format for the Basic 

Bank Account Number (BBAN) 

based on specifications set by 

international standards related to 

accounts numbers to uniquely 

identify the BBAN internationally. 

 

Straight Through Process (STP) Straight Through Process technique 

which is conducted by automating 

and processing the financial 

transfers through the banking 

systems with ease and without 
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manual intervention. 

 

SWIFT Society for Worldwide Interbank 

Financial Telecommunications 

(S.W.I.F.T). 

 

Bank Identifier Code (BIC) The bank code accredited by 

SWIFT in accordance with the 

international standard (ISO 9362). 

 

International Standardization 

Organization (ISO) 

An organization that works on 

developing [international] 

standards. It includes 

representatives from several 

national organizations for 

establishing standards. It was 

established in 1947 and proposes 

international commercial and 

industrial standards. 

 

International Standard (ISO 

13616) 

The International Standard related 

to the components of the 

International Bank Account Number 

(IBAN). 

 

International Standard (ISO 

7064) 

 

The international standard related to 

calculating and verifying the check 

digit of the IBAN.  

ISO/IEC 7064 (MOD 97-Page 10). 

 

International Standard (ISO 

3166) 

The international standard related to 

the country codes. 

 

Check Digit Two digits of the IBAN components 

calculated in accordance with the 

international standard (ISO 7064). 
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IBAN Structure Components of IBAN in the 

Kingdom formulated in accordance 

with the international standard (ISO 

13616) and which consist of 30 

digits. 

 

IBAN Format The formats used in entering or 

printing IBAN. 

 

Printed IBAN The printing of IBAN in the form of 

groups. Each group shall be of 4 

digits separated by a blank space for 

easy readability. 

 

Electronic IBAN The entry of IBAN in the banking 

systems or the internet in which the 

numbers and codes are presented in 

the form of a continuous string of 

digits without space between its 

components. 

 

ECC Branch Code The branch code used in the 

Electronic Cheque Clearing System  

(ECC) in the Central Bank of 

Jordan. 
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3- Advantages of Using IBAN 

 Helps in implementing Straight -Through Processing (STP) which 

reduces manual intervention when carrying out financial transfers. 

 

 Contains all data required to facilitate the processing of domestic or 

cross- border transfers as it consists of the following: 

 country code 

 check digit 

 Basic Bank Account Number (BBAN): 

- Bank Identifier Code BIC 

- ECC Branch Code 

- Account Number 

 

 Reduces financial transfers errors resulting from invalidity of account 

number. 

 

 Helps customers in carrying out financial transfers conducted through 

all available banking channels such as E- Banking, ATM, Phone 

Banking, Mobile Banking, Counter ….Etc. 

 

 Reduces costs and improves operational efficiency in processing 

financial transfers. 

 

4. IBAN in Jordan 

4-1 IBAN Format  

The length of account number varies according to the country with 

maximum digits of (34) in accordance with the international standard (ISO 

13616). IBAN for the Kingdom consists of 30 characters as follows: 

 

 

 First part; the first four characters from the left and consists of: 
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1- Two characters for country code (JO): the two letters identifying 

the Kingdom code in accordance with the international standard 

(ISO 3166). 

2- Two characters for check digit: these numbers represent the check 

digit and calculated in accordance with the international standard 

(ISO 7064)  

 

 Second part; Basic Bank Account Number BBAN which consists 

of 26 digits as follows: 

 

1- Four characters for the Bank Identifier Code BIC. 

2- Four characters for the Branch Code. It is the same code used in ECC. 

3- Eighteen characters for the costumer account number which represent 

the existing account number of the customer in addition to zeroes to 

the left according to the number of characters required to complete the 

maximum length (18 characters). 

 

Country 

code 

Check 

digit 

Bank code Branch code Customer Account 

Number 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-2 Examples of IBAN Format 
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I. In the Kingdom 

 

 

 

II. In Some Countries: 

IBAN IBAN Length Country 

 

 

4-3 Presentation Format of IBAN: 

1- Electronic IBAN Format 

The IBAN characters shall not be separated and shall be presented in 

the form of a continuous string of characters without space when 

entered in the banking systems or the internet. 

 

2- Printed IBAN Format 

The non- electronic form is the same as electronic IBAN. But when 

manually written or printed in paper documents (transfer form), it 

Customer account Number 

Basic Bank Account 

Number 

IBAN 

France 

UK 

Saudi Arabia 
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shall be printed into groups of four characters. Each group shall be 

separated by a blank space for easy readability. 

 

Example of IBAN presentation methods: 

 

 

 

4-4 Calculation of Check Code Digit: 

The following example explains the method of calculating the IBAN Check 

Digit for a Central Bank of Jordan’s account (1/3100/302) 

 

 

 

 Step 1: 

Add the country code and check digit (mark with “00”) to the Basic 

Bank Account Number BBAN to become as follows: 

 

 
 

 

 

Account Number 

Electronic Format 

Paper Format 

Customer Account  

Number 

BBAN 
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 Step 2: 

Move the country code and the check digit to the right end: 

 

 
 

 Step 3: 

Convert the letters into numbers, each in its position, according to 

Annex (1) to become as follows: 

 

 
 

 Step 4: 

Divide the first 9 digits of the number by 97 and calculate the 

remainder. In this example the remainder is 93. 

 

 
121119240/ 97= 1248651 remainder is 93  

 

 Step 5: 

Replace the digits (121119240) with the remainder (93) resulted in 

Step No.4 to become as follows: 

 

 
 

 Step 6: 

Repeat Step No. 4; divide the first 9 digits of the number by (97) and 

take the remainder, which is (77) 

 

 
930100000/ 97 = 9588659 giving a 

remainder of 77 
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 Step 7: 

Substitute (930100000) with the remainder (77) arrived at in step 6. 

The number will become as follows: 

 

 
 

 Step 8: 

Repeat step No. 4; divide the first 9 digits of the number by 97 and 

calculate the remainder. The remainder arrived at is 45 

 

 
770000013/97 = 7938144 giving a 

remainder of 45 

 

  

 Step 9: 

Replace the nine digits (770000013) with the remainder (45) arrived 

at in step 8: 

 

 
 

 Step 10: 

Repeat step No. 4; divide the first 9 digits of the number by 97 and 

take the remainder. The remainder arrived at is 63 

 

 

 
451000302/97=4649487, giving a 

remainder of 63 

 

 

 Step 11: 

Replace the nine digits (451000302) with the remainder (63) arrived 

at in step 10 
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 Step 12: 

Repeat step No. 4; divide the first 9 digits of the number by 97 and 

take the remainder. The remainder arrived at is 4 

 

 

 
 

63192400/97=651468 giving a 

remainder of 4 

 

 

 Step 13: 

Subtract the remainder (4) arrived at in step 12 from 98.  (98-4=94) 

These digits provide the required Check Digit: 

 

 

 

 Step 14: 

IBAN of the Central Bank of Jordan’s account after the Chick digit is 

 

 

 

4-5 Method of Validating Check Digit: 

How to validate an IBAN two check digits: 

Assume that we have the following IBAN for a customer in Cyprus: 
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 Step 1: 

Move the country code and the check code digits (CY17) to the right 

end: 

 

 

 Step 2:  

Convert all letters to numbers, each in its position, according to 

Annex (1) to become as follows: 

 

 

 

 Step 3: 

Divide the first 9 digits of the number by 97 and calculate the 

remainder. The result is 73 

 

 Step 4: 

Replace the digits (002001280) by the remainder (73) calculated in 

step No.3. The number will become as follows: 

 

 
 

 Step 5: 

Repeat step No.3; divide the first 9 digits of the number by (97) and 

take the remainder which is (31) 
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 Step 6: 

Repeat step 4; replace the digits (730000012) by the remainder (31) 

resulted in step 5. The number will become as follows: 

 

 
 

 Step 7: 

Repeat step 3; divide the first 9 digits of the number by (97). The 

remainder is (20) 

 

 Step 8: 

Repeat step 4; replace the digits (310052760) by the remainder (20) 

resulted in step 7. The number will become as follows: 

 

 
 

 Step 9: 

Repeat step 3; divide the first 9 digits of the number by (97) which 

will give a remainder of 1. Since the final remainder is (1), the check 

digits are considered as valid and accordingly the account number is 

valid. 

 

 

5-Role of Banks Operating in Jordan 

According to the project implementation plan, the project is divided into two 

phases: 

a- The first phase: in this phase the banks are required to do the 

following: 

 

 Preparing their banking systems in order to be able to generate IBAN 

for their current customers in accordance with the specifications set on 

the national level. 
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 Training their employees. 

 Providing customers with their IBANs and holding awareness 

sessions to educate their customers. 

 

b. Second phase: in this phase the banks are required to have 

banking systems that are capable of: 

 

 Generating IBAN for new customers or for any other accounts opened 

and subject to the work requirements of the project. 

 Verifying the validity of their customers’ IBANs. 

 Verifying the validity of IBANs of other banks’ customers. 

 Modifying software related to domestic or cross- border transfers and 

preparing such software to accept IBANs instead of traditional 

account numbers, as deemed necessary. 

 Modifying banking reports and notifications according to the desire 

and need of the bank in order to include IBANs. 

 Using IBANs in financial transfers. 

 Preparing their operating systems to carry out incoming financial 

transfers by using Straight- Through Process to the beneficiary’s 

account. 
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Annex No (1) 

Table of Letters to Numbers Conversion to Calculate Check Digit 
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Annex No. (2) 

Country Codes ISO 3166 
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Annex No. (3) 

Requirements for carrying out transfers for the countries of the 

world 
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